
Eye on the Water Line:

Sea Level Change and the California Coast

Practical Tools for Mitigation 

& 

Adaptation Planning
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Overview of Key Issues 

ÅSea levels have risen by as much 
as seven inches along the 
California Coast over the last 
century.

ÅSea levels expected to rise an 
additional 12 -18 inches by 2050; 
21 - 55 inches by 2100.

ÅAt direct risk if no adaptation 
actions are taken :

ïAlmost half a million Californians 
living along coastal areas; 

ïa wide range of critical infrastructure;
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ïvast areas of wetlands and 
other natural ecosystems; 

ïand nearly $100 billion in 
property.



Overview of Key Issues
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ÅMeans of assessing 

sea level changes 

ÅIdentifying impacts and 

implications 

ÅLegislative and 

regulatory direction 

ÅPlanning: mitigation vs. 

adaptation



Introduction of Speakers
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ÅSteve Crooks (Philip Williams & 
Associates) 
ïEnvironmental Hydrology

ÅAbe Doherty (California Coastal 
Conservancy & Ocean 
Protection Council)
ï State Agency

ÅLeslie Lacko  (Bay Conservation 
& Development Commission) 
ïRegional / Local Agency

ÅPat Angell (PMC) 
ïPlanning / Consulting Firm


